Digital Development Fund
Eligibility criteria

Remember, this fund is a pilot scheme, and we do welcome feedback and suggestions to improve our service; you can let us know what you think by emailing us your views to creative.industries@wales.gsi.gov.uk.

Applications are invited up to £50,000. It is expected that applications will usually be above £5,000; however, applications under this amount will be considered in exceptional circumstances.
Projects must involve creative products or services, which can be exploited across multiple digital platforms and in international markets.
Applicants must be registered as businesses or have a substantial business base in Wales and be able to demonstrate how their product or service will be exploited commercially.
Applications must be complete and accurate. The application form includes a basic budget template. If you consider there are lines that should be added or removed to adequately reflect your budget, you may amend the template accordingly.

Eligible activities  

Projects will involve the development or exploitation of a creative product or service in digital format(s). A creative product or service is defined, for the purposes of the fund, as any commercial product or service with an artistic or creative content.  The project may last for a maximum of 12 months.  
Eligible costs 
The eligible costs are the revenue costs of the activity. These could include (not an exhaustive list):
· Pay of employees for time spent on the project

· Costs of bringing in industry-specific expertise

· Costs associated with putting together a bid for larger funds (e.g. from the Technology Strategy Board or European Union)
· Overheads apportioned to the project

· Consumable materials

· Fees for hiring specialist facilities

· Costs of development work by subcontractors and consultants

· Costs of advice about copyright or related rights and fees to register rights

NB.  Costs of development work by subcontractors and consultants should not usually amount to more than 30% of total project costs.

Applicants must clearly define their projects. Costs submitted for support must be the costs of the project activity only, not wider business costs.   

General exclusions

Projects where the following activities constitute the majority of the project would not usually be supported under the Digital Development Fund, although we may support some of them as a component part of a broader project:
· Skills development for artists and practitioners
· Early-stage talent development (e.g. unsigned bands) 

· The main production phase for any product (e.g. film production, music composition, creation of works of art, writing of books) 
· Film script development
· Web site development
Other
Match Funding

Other forms of Welsh Government funding may not be used to match fund the project.  Private funds, UK & European public funds and those from your own company are allowed.
Personal taxation

All awards and bursaries to individuals made by Welsh Government may be assessable for tax.  Award recipients are personally responsible for any tax liability arising from any award and are advised to check with HM Revenue and Customs in advance of an award being made and take appropriate professional advice.

Bankruptcy

Individuals who have been declared bankrupt are not excluded from applying for our investments, however, it is the applicant’s own responsibility to ensure that any funds received from us will be used for the purpose intended and cannot be seized by sequestrators.

Collaborations

If you are working collaboratively with others, please follow this guidance on how your application should be completed:

Where two or more people or businesses always work together on projects as one collaborative unit, you can apply jointly for an investment, but one individual will need to take the lead and have responsibility for managing the application and any investment awarded. The investment will be in that person’s name, unless you operate your collaborative practice under a group name.

Timescales for relevant expenditure

The project must not have started

We will not normally fund any activity which has already started, or which will have started before we give you a decision on your application.  We will not pay for any goods or services which you order before receiving our official decision and offer letter.    
The project start date is defined as:

· the point at which you begin preparatory work which represents a commitment, financial or otherwise, to carrying out the whole project, as opposed to the dates when any exhibitions, performances or festivals take place.  

· It does not mean you cannot carry out any preliminary thoughts or experimentation necessary to provide a sound basis for your application. 

This means that:
· You must not issue or enter into any binding contracts before this date.

· You must not refer to our support in publicity material before you have received our offer letter, and met any conditions that may be included in this.

· The project start date should, ideally, be at least one month after our decision to allow time for you to receive our formal offer, which is normally issued two to four weeks after we have made our decision, and to meet any special conditions.  

Project length

· The project must start within 12 months of the date of our offer letter.  We will only fund activity that is time-limited and for a specific purpose.  

· If you deliberately give any false or misleading information we will withdraw your application or, if we have already awarded an investment, ask you to pay back any money we have given you.  This will also affect any future applications you may make.

Limited funds available

Applicants should be aware that the available funds are limited and that Welsh Government may be unable to support all applications that meet the required criteria. 

